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Leopard Seals
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leopard seals, also known as Sea Leopards, get their name from the spotted grey skin that looks like the Leopard cat. They live in the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters. Leopard seals are earless seals but have an ear canal on both sides of their head. They can hear just as well as humans outside the water and even better underwater. Leopard seals can weigh between 200 and 600 kilograms (heavier than a horse) and grow up to 4 metres long (just a little less than a car's length). The female leopard seal is slightly larger than the male. Leopard Seals have a large mouth with long sharp teeth. They always seem to be smiling because the edges of its mouth curl upward. Leopard seals are fierce predators.  Leopard seals are unique because they are the only seals that feed on warm-blooded prey including smaller seals and penguins. Leopard seals are kept warm in freezing waters by a thick layer of fat called blubber.
1. What are leopard seals also known as?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Where do leopard seals get their name from?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do leopard seals weigh?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why do leopard seals always look like they are smiling?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why are leopard seals unique?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What keeps leopard seals warm?
___________________________________________________________________
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